Chinese Measure Words Summary Table

The following table covers the most common Chinese measure words (classifiers). For detailed

explanations regarding measure words, please refer to the following link:

http://www.yoyochinese.com/common_Chinese_mistakes_made_by_English_speakers_03.pdf

Measure words used in a similar way in English

For example:

Measure .
Used with Examples

Word
2 One pack of o

) Pack _ yi bao yan —aR
bao cigarettes
béi Cup of, glass of One cup of coffee | yi béi ka féi VI IIE]3

i
= A box of

) Box of yi hé gido ke i —&I558 /]
hé chocolate

1 —HREERE

< / = Piece of (cake, soap, land) One piece of cake | yi kuai dan gao R
kuai —IRERRE

i Bottle of something One beer yi ping pi jiu —HREE
pPing

Crowd, group, herd, flock, pack of
ﬁ, 2l . One pack of herd | yi qun yang —REF
qun (cows, bees, sheep)
@ -

R /_ Pair of (shoes, chopsticks, gloves) | One pair of shoes | yi shuang xié O
shuang —&5
= ) One set of s s s ~

. Set of (furniture, stamps) . yi tao jia ju —ExB
tao furniture

—Fh7

H { & Types of, kind of One type of fruit | yi zhdng shui gud FIkR
zhéng —FEKER

Measure words sometimes used or not required in English

For example:

Measure
Word

i
ba

Used with

Objects with a handle such as
Knife, umbrella, toothbrush and
chair

One knife

Examples

yi ba dao

—E7]
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F. Things with volume, such as books, . ) —&$
. . One book yi bén sha
bén magazines i =
=) Items joined together, e.g. by a One bunch of .
. ) ) : S yi chuan pu tdo —EEE
chuan string grapes
/7 —IJRgE
J: . Hat One hat yi ding mao zi J\m?¥
ding —JalEF
B — DR
Newspaper One newspaper i fén bao zhi
fen bap paper 1Y — 345
3| . e -
- Letters, mail One letter yi féng xin —3(E
feng
N/ E Generic measure word that can be ) ) — 1A
. . One person yi ge rén
ge used with anything —EA
8 / R —iBEh=E
I"_'!/ = Room (living room, bedroom, etc) | One bedroom yi jian wo shi ) I\FH
jian —fEEA=
. One shirt yi jian chen shan _1&1—‘7‘?‘9
L2 Items of clothing (generally for the —{&4i4z
jian upper body), matters, affairs, o " A shi
ne matter i jian shi
Y —f4
E_ Trees One tree yi ké shu _Fﬁ?
ke — 15
i / Wheeled vehicles (such as cars, . _ —iRZE
o . One car yi liang ché
liang bicycles, trucks) [
%i_ Essay, article, report One article yi pian wén zhang | —EXE
pian
Passage of text (such as poems,
b . 9 ( P One song yi shou gé —BEak
shou songs)
= Fairly large electrical items (such as e e — AN
.. . . One computer yi tai dian nao
tai computers, washing machines) —aBi
—&EM
One towel i tido mao jin —{&E
& /& Long and winding objects (such as Y J sl
tiao towel, street, pants, rope) . SN ,
One (pair) pants | yi tido ku zi —&HET
— G AEF
ivd People (a polite measure word to
R ple (ap One guest yi wei ke rén —(uEA
wei replace 1~-ge)
K /3R Flat surfaces (table, sheet of paper, . . —oKERT
_ One table yi zhang zhuo zi
zhang bed, photo) —IRET
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-2 Fairly long, stick-like objects such o —<E
) o One pen yi zhi bi
zhi as pens, pencils, cigarettes —XE
—F
One cat i zhi mao
Animals, birds and insects o —RF
n/& One hand yi zhi shou
—&F
zhi )
One of a pair
—_ +
One shoe yi zhi xié zi il
—EuT
. Large, relatively permanent thing One mountain yi zuo shan —EELL
zZuo

Have fun with measure words!
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