Common Chinese Mistakes Made by English Speakers

Mistake #6  Confusion about “verb + default object” verbs

In Chinese, there’ s such a concept called “verb-plus-default-object-verb” . For example, the English
word “to read” can be either “& (kan4)” or "&¥F (kan4 shul)” depending how you use it.
"BH(kand shul)” isa “verb-plus-default-object-verb” .

"

In English, you can say ‘I like to read magazines” , "I like to read books” , I like to read novels
“To read” for these three sentences is " F&(kan4)” . However, if you just want to say "I like to read”

without referring to anything specific, you' Il have to assign a default object to the verb “to read” ,

which is  “book-4 ( shul)” . So to simply put, if you don’ t specify, we' re going to specify for you

by assigning an obligatory object to your verb. So "to read” in the sentence "I like to read” is
"B (kand shul)” . We call verbs such as "B (kan sha)” “verb-plus-default-object-verbs” .

So in Chinese, when you say “I like to read” , you are literally saying "I like to read books” . If you

have something specific to refer to, for example, if you want to say "I like to read newspaper” , you

should go right ahead and use that specific thing- “newspapers” to replace the default object- “book
-3 (shQ)” . (*Remember, in this case, you need to get rid of the default object “HB(shul)” .%)

Verbs Verbs Examples Examples Examples
English Chinese English Pinyin Chinese
kan sha
EP BKEXRES.
I like to read. wo xi huan kan sha , .
g & - - RETEE.
(v + d.o)
KERED.
To read I like to read books. wo xi huan kan sha e
BEETES.
kan CENRETRE.
I like to read newspapers. wo xi huan kan bao zhi , ii: WA
] - - KEBERAR.
EIRE/ Nt
I like to read novels. wo xi huan kan xiao shué , }jl:fEJ ?E
T BEEE /R,
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The following table covers some common “verb-plus-default-object-verbs” .

Verbs Examples Examples Examples
English English Pinyin Chinese
chang gé
? ?1 . . v oy . 3 HEWIETK.
g I like to sing. wo xi huan chang gé . e N
. . KEEET.
To sing (sing + song)
chang I like to sing Chinese | wd xi huan chang zhong wén | EZEXRIEFIZER.
18 songs. gé. KREBIEPR,
chi fan
@ I want to eat & xi huan chi fan EEsli
w . wo xi hu | .
z R - FABIZER.,
To eat
(eat + meal)
chi FABIEATA 2
What do you want to eat? | ni xiang chi shén me ? {/J_' L
172 — — {RIERZAEE ?
kai ché
F %= . wd méi tian kai ché shang | BRERFFE LI,
I drive to work everyday. ) - R
. F H B ban., HEXRFE LI,
To drive )
(drive + car)
kai What car do you drive? L } {FFHtAZE?
) i ni kai shén me ché ? -
oA (E:)] (lit. You drive what car?) — {REHEEER ?
ao bu
" | | e RERIL,
i I like to run (jog). woO xi huan pao bu , e
KEHHL.
To run (run + step)
pao . vl e e HEWRE SRR,
I like to run Marathon. wo xi huan pao ma la séng . L
8 = Bee E
ging ke
B = My treat today. el SKEIEE.
wm B (lit. Today I treat.) ! qing xe . ASRFEE
To treat -
(treat + guest)
qing : . e KREWERAR.
I like to treat friends. wo xi huan ging péng you , s
B bengy REEEPL.
tiao wu Can Iinvite you to dance? oL L. Lo 5 o
. . T | wo ké yi ging ni tiao wi ma | EZFEJLUSRBEEED ?
Bk 2§ (lit. T can invite you to - . —
To ? FHATLAGEIRBREEDS ?
q (dance + dance) | dance ma?) B
ance —

tiao

B

Can you dance Cha Cha?

ni hui tiao Cha Cha ma ?

{R&HkCha Chald ?
{REBECha Chal ?
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shud hua
NN ERULE
1% Eﬁ She likes to talk (speak). | ta xi huan shuo hua , !lﬂ’,if??\,_tﬁ
To speak i A - HhEEEREE.
To talk (speak remarks)
shuod =y LTua VAN
I can speak Chinese. wo hui shué zhong wén , _
BER) 2BE e 21oNg RERTL,
zuo fan
R Do you cook often? ni chang chang zuo fan ma | {REFEMIRIS ?
M R (You often cook ma?) ? {RE AR ?
To cook i
(cook rice)
ZUo Can you cook Italiamn| . . . . . .. {REMEAFZENG ?
- ni hui zuo yi da li cai ma ? P
it food? - IREMEFIZS ?
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