Common Chinese Mistakes Made by English Speakers
Mistake #7 Forgetting to insert “f (de)” in between adjectives and nouns

In English, you can use the same word “pretty” for both “She’ s pretty” and “She’ s a pretty
girl” and nothing needs to change for the word “pretty” . But in Chinese, to use an adjective that
contains more than one character (syllable) to describe a noun, you have to insert “g9 (de)” in
between the adjective and the noun. Why? I don” t know. Just memorize this rule! ©

Examples

English Pinyin Chinese Characters

She’ s pretty. ta hén piao liang , WRE=,

Pretty girl piao liang de nii hai EENT

This movie is interesting zhé ge dian ying hén ydu yi si , B BARSRE.
EEEAREER,

Interesting movie you yi si de dian ying BEREE
ﬁ%‘%‘ﬁ’]%%

Cute cat ké ai de mao AIERYSE / AT A5

Kind person shan lidng de rén ERHA

However, for adjective that only contains one character (syllable), you don’ t need to insert “gYJ (de)” .

English Pinyin Chinese Characters
Male student nan xué shéng B54 /B84

Hot soup ré tang iz | B

Small house xido fang zi INBF

Good person hao rén A
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