Common Chinese Mistakes Made by English Speakers

Mistake #8 Using “7¥(le)” to indicate past tense for all verbs

Chinese is very loosely structured around tense. The easiest way to indicate tense is to use a time
marker. For example, to say "I will go to China tomorrow” , you can simply say “I tomorrow go to
China.” Adding
movie yesterday” , you can simply say

“tomorrow” makes the sentence future tense. If you want to say "I watched a

"l yesterday watch a movie” . “Yesterday” makes the

sentence past tense.

There' s another way of expressing completion of an action, and that is to use the particle “T(le)” .

There are two things you need to remember regarding the usage of “7T(le)”
1. "7T(le)” is NOT equivalent to past tense. In other words, don’ ttreat “7(le)” as the suffix “-
ed” asin “danced” , "used” ,etc. “T(le)” emphasizes that the action has been completed

and can be used in any tense.

"7 (le)”
verbs to indicate past tense. Remember, you CANNOT use “7T(le)” to indicate past tense for

2. Since only action verbs can be marked as complete, can only be used with action

adjectival verbs and stative verbs. For adjectival verbs or stative verbs, you need to use a past
time marker, such as “before or previously — AR (yi gian)” to indicate the past.

The following is the table of common adjectival verbs, stative verbs and action verbs.

Adjectival Verbs Stative Verbs Action Verbs
(functioning as verbs in  (showing a state, not an action, the (relating to a process
Chinese) way things ARE) instead of a state)
English Pinyin English Pinyin English Pinyin
Good hao To be shi To read kan (sha)
Pretty piao liang To have you To watch kan
Handsome | shuai To like xi huan To cook zuo (fan)
Lo To think / to feel o N 5
Adorable ké ai . . jué de To dance tiao (wu)
(expressing an opinion)
Smart cdng ming To know zhi dao To sing chang (gé)
Early zao To understand ming bai To go qu
5 To feel . ., .
Late wan . . gan jué To sleep shui (jiao)
(physical or emotional)
. . To return i
Tall/high gao To love ai ; hui
o

http://www.yoyochinese.com % Learn Chinese with Yangyang % All Rights Reserved




Common Chinese Mistakes Made by English Speakers

Big da To want yao To buy mai
N To want to (do » )
Small xido . xiang To say shud
something)

The following table summarizes how to indicate past tense for adjectival verbs, stative verbs and action

verbs.

English Pinyin Chinese
Adjectival verbs — Adding a past time marker “previously or before”

She was beautiful.

ta yi gian hén piao liang . LBIfRES.
(lit. She before beautiful.) y'a P 9 T AR
I was lazy. e e HLARIR R,
. wo yi gian hén lan , e
(lit. I before lazy.) HUABIRE,
Stative verbs - Adding a past time marker “previously or before”
I was a teacher before. Lo KLARIEED.
) wo yi gian shi lao shi, e
(lit. I before am teacher.) KLARI2EED.
I had lots of money. ey .
(lit. I before have lots of wo yi gian you hén dud gian ORI
' ’ KLRIBRSE,

money.)

Action verbs - “Adding le”

HIZT=NXER.

I ate three hamburgers. wo chi le san ge han bao bao , X .
Rz 7 =(EZ2ER.
He went home. ta huijia le , fBEIxRT .
I bought lots of stuff. wo mai le hén dud dong xi , %inEg;Eﬁ"
B T 1RESRA,

3. If a stative verb or adjectival verb is followed by “7T(le)” , the meaning is “change of status”
rather than “completeness of an action” .

Examples

English Pinyin Chinese

Adjectival verbs

She is no longer beautiful. 3 bii pido i | WREE T
a bu piao liang le NE=T
(lt. She not beautiful le.) P I ’
I am tired now. Lo .
o wo leile BRET,
(lit. I tired le.)
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Stative verbs

Idon’ tlove you any more. . KAEBIRT.
wo bu ainile,
(I don’ tlove you le) BAEBRT .,
She is a mother now. o EBET.
) ) ta shimamale,
(lit. She is mother le.) Jih=3

Now I understand.

woO ming bai le , >0 .
(lit. Tunderstand le.) 9 ®ART
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