Common Chinese Mistakes Made by English Speakers

Mistake #9 Using “A& (bu)” to negate past action

For Past Action
To indicate that an action DID NOT happen in the past, use the negation word “}&(méi)” or
&8 (méiyou)" . "B (you)" is optional.

Since “i& (méi)" is used exclusively to negate “H(you )" , when you see “i& (méi)” by itself, you
know that “& (you)” is assumed. “i& (méi)" = "i&B(méiyou)" .

If you think about it, it makes sense to use “i& (méi)” or "}&H (méi you)" to negate past action,
because “i&B (méi you)" literally means “not have” and it' s the same as in English, “not have
done something” .

Examples
English Pinyin Chinese
KRBE)ZEIR,
I didn’ t eat breakfast. wo méi (you) chi zao fan , N
g BB,
I have never been to China wo méi (you) qu guo zhdong gud SaIPSMRA
‘ ) Hir(\B)XBPHE.

For Present and Future Action
To indicate that an action DOES NOT happen in the present or WILL NOT happen in the future, use the
negation word “A-bu” .

Examples
English Pinyin Chinese
ZN=SINi8
Idon’ tlike him. wd bl xi huan ta , BAE
HAEEME,
Idon’ twantto go. wo bu xiang qu HAEE.
Iwon’ tgo to China tomorrow wo ming tian bu qu zhong gud RRRFETE,
' ] RPAAEFE.
I M s . _ 7’ Y LY v HH%Z:’%-FEEO
It won' t rain tomorrow. ming tian bud hui xia yu .
BARAE T/,
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Exercise - Compare these two sentences:

English Pinyin Chinese
~ N h
(1) Idon’ t eat breakfast. wo bu chi zdo fan . ﬁi_’;rquL&
ESZNVA=ETR
Nt Al
(2) Ididn’ t eat breakfast. woO méi chi zao fan , %’iuﬁﬂL&
RIRIZEER,

(1) BARIZERTR - wo bu chi zao fan

It means "I don’ t eat breakfast” . When you use “/A — bu” to negate a verb, it means the
action doesn’ t happen or will not happen. This sentence implies that I don’ t have the habit of

eating breakfast. I just don’ t do that.
(2) HigMERIR - woé méi chi zio fan

It means "I haven’ t eaten breakfast or I didn’ t eat breakfast.” Maybe I forgot to eat breakfast
or maybe I didn’ t have time to eat breakfast, the result is that I didn’ t have breakfast.
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